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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted 
no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney Kyla D. Aycock on 7/2/2007. The application has been amended as 
follows: 

Amendments to the Claims 

Claim 1 is amended to: 
- 1. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 

a second cross member; 

a drive, said drive comprising: 
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a motor; and 

a first drive shaft operably connected to said motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion being affixed to said 
first cross member and said second end portion being affixed to said second cross 
member; 

the combination further comprising: 

a third support member secured to said trailer; 

a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, said second cross 
member being operably connected to said second moving means, 

wherein the first end portion of the first drive shaft is affixed to an end of the first 
cross member and the second end portion of the first drive shaft is affixed to an end of 
the second cross member. - 



Claim 2 is CANCELED , thus the text present after the status identifier "(Canceled)" 
should be deleted and/or ignored. 



c 
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Claim 3 is amended to: 

- 3. The combination of claim 1 , wherein: 

• said first cross member comprises a first pipe, said first pipe having first and 
second apertures passing therethrough; 

said first end portion of said first drive shaft having a first aperture passing 
therethrough; and 

the combination further comprising[[,]] a first rigid member, said first rigid member 
being affixed within said first and second apertures of said first pipe and within said first 
aperture of said first end portion of said first drive shaft. - 

Claim 4 is amended to: 

- 4. A combination, comprising: i 

a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member comprising a first pipe, said first pipe having first and second 
apertures passing therethrough ; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 
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a second cross member comprising a second pipe, said second pipe having first 
and second apertures passing therethrough : 
a drive, said drive comprising: 
a motor; and 

a first drive shaft operably connected to sajd motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion having a first aperture 
passing therethrough and being affixed to said first cross member^ a&4 said 
second end portion having a first aperture passing therethrough and being affixed 
to said second cross member; 
the combination further comprising: 

a first rigid member said first rigid member being affixed within said first and 
second apertures of said first pipe and within said first aperture of said first end portion of 
said first drive shaft: 

a second rigid member, said second rigid member being affixed within said first 
and second apertures of said second pipe and within said first aperture of said second 
end portion of said first drive shaft: 

a third support member secured to said trailer; 

a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 
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second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, wherein said second 
cross member b e ing is operably connected to said second moving means[[,]] whoro i n: 
said f i rst cross m e mb e r compr i s e s a f i rst p i p e , sa i d f i rst p i p e hav i ng first 
and s e cond ap e rtur e s pass i ng th e r e through; 

said f i rst e nd port i on of sa i d f i rst dr i ve shaft hav i ng a f i rst ap e rtur e passing 
th e r e through; 

furth e r compr i s i ng a f i rst rig i d m e mb e r, sa i d f i rst r i gid m e mb e r b ei ng affix e d with i n 
said f i rst and s e cond ap e rtur e s of sa i d first pip e and w i th i n sa i d f i rst ap e rtur e of said f i rst 
e nd portion of said first dr i v e shaft, wh e r ei n: 

said s e cond cross m e mb e r compris e s a s e cond p i p e , said s e cond p i p e 
hav i ng f i rst and s e cond ap e rtur e s passing th e rethrough; 

sa i d s e cond e nd port i on of said first dr i v e shaft hav i ng a f i rst ap e rtur e 
passing th o r o through; and 

furth e r compr i s i ng a s e cond r i g i d m e mb e r, said s e cond r i g i d m e mb e r b ei ng aff i x e d 
w i th i n sa i d f i rst and second ap e rtu re s of s ai d s ec ond p ipe a n d w i th i n sa i d f i rst a p e rtur e of 
said s e cond end port i on of sa i d f i rst dr i v e shaft . - 
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Claim 6 is amended to: 
-6. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 

a second cross member; 

a drive, said drive comprising: 
a motor; and 

a first drive shaft operably connected to said motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion being affixed to said 
first cross member and said second end portion being affixed to said second cross 
member; 

the combination further comprising: 

a third support member secured to said trailer; 
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a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, said second cross 
member being operably connected to said second moving means, wherein said first 
cross member comprises a first pipe and wherein said second cross member comprises 
a second pipe, said first pipe having an outside diameter that is approximately 1 .25 
inches and said second pipe having an outside diameter that is approximately 1.25 
inches. - 

Claim 7 is amended to: 
- 7. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 
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a second cross member; 
a drive, said drive comprising: 
a motor; and 

a first drive shaft having a plurality of gear teeth formed in an intermediate 
portion thereof, said first drive shaft being operablv connected to said moto r, sa i d 
f i rst dr i v e shaft and having first and second end portions, said first end portion of 
said first drive shaft being affixed to said first cross member and said second end 
portion of said first drive shaft being affixed to said second cross member; 
the combination further comprising: 
a third support member secured to said trailer; 

a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, wherein said second 
cross member b ei ng is operably connected to said second moving means[[,]] wh e r e in 
sa i d first dr i v e shaft has a p l ura li ty of g e ar t ee th form e d i n an i nt e rm e d i at e portion 
thereof . - 
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Claim 8 is amended to: 
-8. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 

a second cross member; 

a drive, said drive comprising: 
a motor; and 

a first drive shaft operably connected to said motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion being affixed to said 
first cross member and said second end portion being affixed to said second cross 
member; 

a second drive shaft operably connected to said motor; 
at least one gear operably connecting said second drive shaft to said first 
drive shaft; and 
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a housing, wherein said motor said second drive shaft; and said at least 
one gear are disposed within said housing, and at least a portion of said first drive 
shaft is disposed within said housing: 
the combination further comprising: 
a third support member secured to said trailer; 

a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, wherein said second 
cross member be i ng is operably connected to said second moving means[[,]] 

wh e r ei n sa i d dr i v e further compris e s: 

a s e cond dr i v e shaft op e rab l y conn e ct e d to said motor; 

at lo ast on e g e ar op e rab l y conn e ct i ng sa i d s e cond dr i v e shaft to said first 

dr i v e shaft; and 

a hous i ng, wh e r ei n sa i d motor, sa i d s e cond driv e shaft, and sa i d at l e ast on e g ea r 
ar e d i spos e d w i th i n sa i d housing, and at le ast a port i on of sa i d f i rst dr i ve shaft i s 
d i spos e d with i n sa i d hous i ng . - 
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Claim 28 is amended to: 
-28. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 

a second cross member; 

a drive disposed between and in line with the first and second cross members , 
said drive comprising: 
a motor; and 

a first drive shaft operably connected to said motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion being affixed to said 
first cross member and said second end portion being affixed to said second cross 
member; 

the combination further comprising: 

a third support member secured to said trailer; 
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a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, wherein said second 
cross member b ei ng is operably connected to said second moving means, 

wh e r e in th e dr i v e i s dispos e d b e tw ee n and in line with th e first and s e cond cross 
m e mb e rs, and 

wherein a gear reducing member is disposed near a second end of the second 
cross member generally in line with the drive and the first and second cross members. - 

Claim 30 is CANCELED , thus the text present after the status identifier "(Canceled)" 
should be deleted and/or ignored. 

Claim 35 is amended to: 
-35. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 
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first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 

a second cross member; 

a drive mounted between the first and second cross members , said drive 
comprising: 

a motor; and 

a first drive shaft operably connected to said motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion being affixed to said 
first cross member and said second end portion being affixed to said second cross 
member , wherein the first drive shaft is mounted within a removed segment 
between and generally coaxial with the first cross member and the second cross 
member : 

the combination further comprising: 

a third support member secured to said trailer; 

a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, wherein said second 
cross member being is operably connected to said second moving means[[,]] wh e r e in: 
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tho dr i ve i s mounted b e tw ee n the first cross m e mb e r and th e s e cond cross 
m e mb e r, 

th e first dr i v e shaft i s mount e d b e tw ee n and g e n e rally coax i a l w i th th e f i rst 
cross m e mb e r and th e s e cond cross m e mb e r, an d 

th e f i rst dr i v e shaft is mount e d w i th i n a r e mov e d s e gment betw e en th e f i rst 
cross m e mb e r and s e cond cross m e mb e r . - 

Claim 36 is amended to: 
-- 36. A combination, comprising: 
a trailer; 

a first support member secured to said trailer; 

a second support member secured to said first support member, said second 
support member being telescopically received within said first support member and being 
movable between raised and lowered positions; 

a first cross member; 

first means for moving said second support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said first cross member, said first cross member being 
operably connected to said first moving means; 

a second cross member; 

a drive, said drive comprising: 
a motor; and 
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a first drive shaft operably connected to said motor, said first drive shaft 
having first and second end portions, said first end portion being affixed to said 
first cross member and said second end portion being affixed to said second cross 
membe r wherein a housing of at least a portion of the drive comprises a first 
aperture through a first side of the housing and a second aperture through a 
second side of the housing, the first and second sides of the housing being 
generally opposite and across the housing from one another, wherein the first 
drive shaft passes through the first and second apertures, and the first and second 
ends of the first drive shaft are disposed outside of the housing : 
the combination further comprising: 
a third support member secured to said trailer; 

a fourth support member secured to said third support member, said fourth 
support member being telescopically received within said third support member and 
being movable between raised and lowered positions; and 

second means for moving said fourth support member between said raised and 
lowered positions upon rotation of said second cross member, wherein said second 
cross member b e ing is operably connected to said second moving means[[,]] 

wh e r e in a hous i ng of a t le ast a port i on of th e driv e compr i ses a f i rst ap e rtur e 
through a f i rst sid e of the hous i ng and a s e cond ap e rtur e through a s e cond sid e of th e 
housing, the first and s e cond s i d o s of tho housing b ei ng g e n e ra ll y oppos i t e and across 
th e hous i ng from on e anoth e r, wh e r ei n th e f i rst dr i v e shaft pass e s through th e f i rst and 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,886 
Art Unit: 3611 



Page 17 



s e cond ap e rtur e s, and th e f i rst and s e cond o nds of tho first dr i v o shaft aro d i spos e d 
outsid e of tho hous i ng . ~ 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc A. Scharich whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3244. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

, Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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